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[bookmark: _GoBack]Fees & Charges
At First Steps Kindergarten, we are committed to providing clear and transparent information about our fees, in line with the latest Department for Education guidance.
We are open from 7:30am to 5.30pm, offering high‑quality early years education, a nurturing and supportive environment and access to a wide range of engaging activities.

To support families, we offer two attendance and fee options. Both Option A and Option B are explained in detail below.

Funding Information
We offer government-funded places for eligible children the term after they turn 9 months. 
Parents are required to re-confirm funding eligibility every three months to continue to receive the funding entitlement.  Further information may be found on https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare
Funded hours cover the care and education aspect only. Extras such as meals and consumables are not included in the government funding and are charged separately as shown below. 

Food and Non-Food Consumables
To ensure your child remains comfortable, nourished, and well cared for throughout the day, we offer a range of optional additional services. 
Option A - Food and non-food consumables are charged on funded days. 
Option B - You can opt out of this service on funded days if you prefer to provide your own items.
If you choose Option B, we strongly recommend purchasing consumables through the nursery. 
Food Consumables - £12.00 per day
· Breakfast, Hot lunch, Afternoon Tea, and drinks.
[bookmark: _Hlk216965572]Non-Food Consumables - £14.70 per day 
· Emergency Suncream, Sudocrem, Calpol and Piriton.
· Gloves, Aprons and other general hygiene products
· Seasonal crafting, celebratory and cultural activities, Music Man etc)
· Educational (observations, reports, daily diaries, photos, etc.) 


Charges for Unfunded Hours
	Full Day
	Half Day
	Full Week
	Extra Hour Charge (Option A only)

	£75.00
	£40.00
	£350.00
	£10.00





This covers:
· Full access to our diverse and engaging curriculum, aligned with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework.
· All food and non-food consumables as listed above. 
· Use of indoor and outdoor play areas, high-quality learning resources, and materials.
· Participation in a range of enrichment activities designed to support holistic development.
· All extracurricular activities. 


Option A – Set Days 
Option A allows you to choose which days you would like your child to attend nursery. A registration fee of £100 is payable on initial registration with FSK and is non-refundable.
These days are booked in full day or half day sessions. Once selected, your chosen days are guaranteed throughout your child’s nursery journey at First Steps Kindergarten. Changes can be made with one month’s notice, subject to availability. Consumables are charged for funded days to cover all food and Non-Food Consumables.
Monthly Costs Table
	2 Days 
	2.5 Days 
	3 Days 
	3.5 Days 
	4 Days 
	4.5 Day 
	5 Days

	£392.70
	£490.88
	£589.05
	£687.23
	£785.40
	£883.58
	£981.75


You can save a further 20% on these figures using tax free childcare.
Additional Charges per day:
· [bookmark: _Hlk216965442]Educational (observations, reports, daily diaries, photos, etc.) £2.70 per day
· Food £12.00 per day
· Consumables (seasonal crafting, celebratory and cultural activities, Music Man etc) £12 per day
· Unfunded hours (2.55) £19.50 per day
Example Invoice Breakdown (3 Full Days per week)
	Item
	Quantity
 (hrs)
	Additional Charges

	Funded Hours
	22.35
	£0.00

	Unfunded Hours
	         7.65
	£58.50

	Food
	
	£36.00

	Consumables 
	
	£36.00

	Educational
	
	  £8.10





Notes:
· [bookmark: _Hlk215751838]As we are open all year, we stretch funding across the year, giving a maximum of 95 hours per calendar month or 22.35 hours per week for 51 weeks.
· We do not offer funding on a term-time only basis.
· Early Education Funding (EEF) within our sessions is 3.725 hours per session.  A session is either a morning (0915-1300) or afternoon (1300-1645).  If your child attends for a full day, this is classed as two sessions giving a maximum of 7.45 hours of EEF per day.  We are unable to adapt our funding structure and can only offer 3.725 hours of EEF or 7.45 hours of EEF per day.

Option B – Fully Flexible 
Option B offers a flexible booking arrangement. You commit to a number of days per week, but your preferred days are not guaranteed.
· We deliver the funded hours in blocks of 3.725 hours.  
· Session times are: Morning Session 9.15 am – 1.00 pm and Afternoon Session 1.00 pm – 4.45 pm.
· Option B will only be offered for a period of three days per week.
· As we are open all year, we stretch funding across the year,
· Session times and days will be allocated two weeks before the start of each term.  
· Specific days and times can be requested but are not guaranteed.
· Parents must reapply each term for their child’s funded hours.  Places are not guaranteed for those who reapply.
· Sessions are fixed for one term, however, the nursery reserves the right to change or reduce sessions to maintain legal ratios.
· No additional hours or days can be purchased on top of the Government funded hours when selecting Option B.
· Free entitlement hours are strictly for EYFS provision and do not included any consumables, meals or snacks.
· Access to enhanced provision is not provided within the funded hours in Option B.  
· Parents may opt to purchase our snack and meal package at a charge of £12.00 per day, billed and payable monthly in advance.
· A refundable registration fee of £100 is required to book your term’s sessions.  The fee will be refunded following receipt of that term’s Government payment.
· For Local Authority Funded 2-year olds accessing only funded hours, the registration fee will be waived. 
· Funded sessions are not swappable when your child is absent or on holiday.  They are set sessions each term and are not moveable under any circumstances.

Tax Free Childcare
You may be eligible for the government’s Tax‑Free Childcare scheme, which helps working families with the cost of childcare. For every £8 you pay into your childcare account, the government adds an extra £2 — up to £2,000 per child per year (or £4,000 if your child is disabled).
This support can be used alongside funded hours to help cover additional costs such as meals, consumables, and extra sessions not included in your funded entitlement.
To check eligibility and apply, please visit: www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
Questions?
We understand that nursery fees can sometimes feel complicated, but we have tried to make them as straightforward as possible while fully complying with government guidelines.
We are always happy to work with you to find an arrangement that suits your family. Please contact us to discuss your child’s needs or funding options.
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